Chapters in the Spotlight

Richmond Area Chapter Holds
Fourteenth Annual Legislative Aﬀairs
Forum
CAPT Mary Lou Wassel, USN (Ret)
The 14th Annual RACMOAA Legislative Forum was held on Tuesday, December
14th, virtually in two Zoom sessions scheduled for 0730 and 1500. MAJ Mariah White,
USA (Ret), Co-Chair Legislative Aﬀairs, moderated both sessions. MOAA members
presented the following seven 2022 Joint Leadership Council (JLC) Policy Initiatives for
the upcoming General Assembly, as follows:
• LTC Ken Ruppar – JLC 2022-01 - Suicide Prevention among SMVF
• COL Monti Zimmerman - JLC 2022-02 - Expand Tax Relief for Surviving Spouses of
Military Service Members to also include “Died in the Line-of-Duty”
• LCDR Wayne Sine – JLC 2022-03 - VSO Color and Honor Guards
• CAPT Mary Lou Wassel - JLC 2022-04 - Increase GF Support for State Veterans
Cemeteries; Eliminate Spouse Burial Fees
• LTC Owen Waltman - JLC 2022-05 - Promote Hiring of National Guard and Reserve
Members
• MAJ Mariah White - JLC 2022-06 - Virginia National Guard State Park Admission
• COL Mark Rich - JLC 2022-07 - Virginia National Guard Income Tax Exemption
The Forum provided a unique opportunity for discussion and meaningful dialog
with our elected legislators and remains indispensable as we prepare to advocate for
our military and veteran community in the months ahead.
For more information, each policy paper can be accessed at: Virginia Department of Veterans Services: DVS Virginia
Pictured below are the state legislators, their aides, key representatives from the
Department of Veteran Services, and MOAA members from Virginia Chapters who participated in the forum available at the conclusion of the two sessions.

Hampton Roads MOAA Support to
ROTC During the Pandemic
Major General John P. McLaren, USA (Ret)
HRCMOAA VCOC Representative
The COVID epidemic that started in the early spring of 2020 has had a lasting
impact on everyone in the United States. It surely impacted the Hampton Roads Chapter of MOAA in our efforts to support and show appreciation to Army, Navy, Marine
Corps ROTC Graduates during their commissioning and leadership recognition in service to their universities. In addition, our chapter supports yearly recognition of ten area
high school Junior ROTC programs with MOAA leadership medals.
COVID was not going to stop us from continuation of support the Hampton
Roads area ROTC’s Cadets. Dedicated young people still needed appropriate recognition! The question was: “How to accomplish the mission.”
Close coordination with leaders at the universities and high schools allowed our
chapter to perform the safe drop off leadership medals to Senior and Junior ROTC
Cadets and graduates. That same methodology was applied to the presentation to the
universities of gold bars and letters of congratulations for newly commissioned Army
and Marine Corps Lieutenants and Naval Ensigns. Presentations were accomplished
by ZOOM, with a Hampton Roads Chapter member in attendance and able to provide
hearty congratulations to each deserving Cadet.

Pictured above: The Fall 2021 Hampton Roads NROTC Consortium
Commissioning Ceremony was held the evening of Friday, December 17, 2021 in the
Old Dominion University Theater. Captain Andrew Baan, USN (Ret.) and LtCol Matthew
Dumenigo, USMC (Ret.) represented the Hampton Roads Chapter of MOAA at the
commissioning where Captain Baan presented gold bars to the newly commissioned
Navy Ensigns and Marine Corps Second Lieutenants.
In our chapter’s view each cadet, at all levels, deserves recognition for their hard
work and future service to the Nation.

VCOC

Legislative Aﬀairs
COL Monti Zimmerman, USA (Ret)
VCOC Legislative Aﬀairs Chair
The Fourth Quarter of 2021 was active for VCOC Legislative Aﬀairs. For 2022,
the Commonwealth of Virginia Joint Ledership Council of Veterans Services agreed to
seven initiatives for 2022, which may be viewed at: Summary of 2022 JLC Initiatives
Joint Leadership Council (JLC) initiative 2022-02 is, Expand Tax Relief for Surviving Spouses of Military Service Members to also include “Died in the Line-of-Duty.”
The recommendation of JLC 2022-02 is that the Governor and General Assembly approve legislation that extends the real estate tax exemption for the surviving spouses of
military service members who die while serving on active duty in the Armed Forces of
the United States of America to include those whose deaths were found to be “within
the line of duty,” as determined by the Department of Defense.
During the Third Quarter JLC meeting, I presented an amendment of JLC
2022-02, which asks for inclusion of support surviving spouses who died on active
duty. This amendment to JLC 2022-02 passed by majority vote in the JLC. In follow on,
I coordinated and advocated with Virginia Delegate Kathy Tran, (D 42nd), and Senator
Bryce Reeves (R 17th), who agreed to be the patron for follow on legislation in the
General Assembly 2022 for Expanding Tax Relief for Surviving Spouses of Military Service Members to also include “Died in the Line-of-Duty.”

The Value of a Durable Power
of Attorney
COL Vince Cammarata, USA (Ret)
VCOC Legal Counsel

A Durable Power of Attorney is one of the most important documents anyone
can have in place in the event they are unable to care for themselves. A Durable Power
of Attorney acts as a permission slip, giving authority to a third party to do things on
behalf of someone else who cannot do it for themselves.
If done properly, the Durable Power of Attorney may very well prevent you from
having to be declared incompetent in court if you something bad happens to you. This
simple document can save you time, money, and embarrassment, and accomplish
everything that you need to continue to function as a private citizen.
For example, if you or someone you love, suddenly has a stroke and can no
longer speak or think clearly, what would you do? Without a Durable Power of Attorney
in place, you will most likely have to seek what is commonly called a guardianship over
them. That means going to court, filing the paperwork, publicly serving your loved one,
and hauling him or her into court.
The court system is going to appoint a temporary guardian, who is a stranger, to
come into your loved one’s life and business. Once in court, you will have to sit across
from that person and explain that he or she can no longer take care of his or herself.
And your loved one may not understand what is happening.
And, when everything is said and done, the judge may decide you are not the
right person for the job, and appoint a third party, such as a social worker or an attorney, to be your loved one’s guardian.

Oﬃcer Slate 2022-2024
Oﬃcers
President: CDR Linc Smith, USNR (Ret), mvng288@aol.com
First Vice President (Public Aﬀairs, Webmaster, Newsletter Editor): Vacant

Second Vice President (Membership Chair): CDR John Prevar, USN (Ret),
703-340-9587, jeprevar@gmail.com
Third Vice President (Legislative Chair): COL Monti Zimmerman, USA (Ret), (703)
223-2211, zoomeruw@gmail.com
Treasurer: LTC Jim Stephan, USAF (Ret): (757) 880-8323, stephanjrj@gmail.com
Secretary: LtCol John Down , USAF (Ret): 434-286-8878, johndown9846@hotmail.com
Immediate Past President: COL Boyd Nix, USAF (Ret): (757) 846-6357,
shbonix1@gmail.com
Committee Chairs
Chaplain: LTC Ken Ruppar, (USA) Ret, (804) 639-0179, kenruppar@yahoo.com
Surviving Spouse Liaison: MAJ Sherry Ferki, USA (Ret), 757-630-5608,
navmed1@cox.net
TOPS Liaison Oﬃcer: Vacant
Legal Counselor: COL Vince Cammarata, USA (Ret), (804) 338-8975, vince@silverstar.pro
Membership and Chapter Aﬀairs: CDR John Prevar, USN (Ret), 703-340-9587, jeprevar@gmail.com
Legislative Committee: COL Monti Zimmerman, USA (Ret), (703) 223-2211,
zoomeruw@gmail.com
Public Aﬀairs, Webmaster, Newsletter Editor: CDR Linc Smith, USNR (Ret),
mvng288@aol.com
VCOC Representative to Joint Leadership Council: COL Monti Zimmerman, USA (Ret),
703-223-2211, zoomeruw@gmail.com
VCOC Alternate to Joint Leadership Council: LtCol John Down, USAF (Ret),
434-286-8878, johndown9846@hotmail.com

Nominations Committee: COL Boyd Nix, USAF (Ret), (757) 846-6357,
shbonix1@gmail.com

Meeting Schedule 2022
First Quarter Meeting: Virtual Zoom Meeting, January 11, 2022, 10:30am - 12:30pm.
Joint Leadership Council Day, Richmond, Virginia: Virtual Zoom Meeting, January 13,
2022.
Second Quarter Meeting: April 5, 10:30am -1:30pm, Virginia War Memorial, Richmond,
Virginia.
Annual Congressional Appreciation Luncheon: date, time and meeting location TBD.
Third Quarter Meeting: July 12, 10:30am - 1:30pm, Location TBD.
Fourth Quarter Meeting: October 4, 10:30am - 1:30 pm, Virginia War Memorial, Richmond, Virginia.

MOAA National

Advocacy in Action 2022
From the MOAA Homepage:
By MOAA Government Relations Staﬀ
As we head into the second session of the 117th Congress, please take note of
MOAA’s legislative priorities highlighted below. For 2022, we are continuing the momentum established over the previous year to carry our eﬀorts into the second session
of Congress. It is important to note all co-sponsors carry over, as do our messages and
continued engagements.

Continuity and consistency of eﬀort will be paramount to success — and we are
closing in on many of these issues, so stay plugged in and ready to engage your legislators. There are other issues not listed here that are also being worked by our full staﬀ
of lobbyists. Our priorities will be shaped throughout the year depending on concurrent
successes or emerging issues that warrant an all-hands approach.
We appreciate your grassroots eﬀorts, which shore up all the work we are doing
in the Capitol region. You can follow us online for updates on our progress.
Here is what we are focused on for 2022:
• Sustain pay raises and adequate BAH for the troops and COLA raises for retirees.
• Ensure the Coast Guard, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and
Public Health Service continue to receive pay during a government shutdown.
• Protect the value of the military health care benefit.
• Protect the Military Health System pharmacy benefit, and achieve flexibility in TRICARE pharmacy copays.
• Address barriers to accessing care within the MHS, including TRICARE coverage
gaps and mental health care access challenges.
• Protect family support programs, and ensure military-provided services (housing,
PCS, child care, youth programs, financial counseling) are readily available and meet
standards for quality and costs.
• Achieve equity of benefits, protections, and administrative support for Guard/Reserve
members consistent with their active-duty counterparts.
• Sustain Veterans Health Administration (VHA) foundational missions and services.
• Reform the presumptive process to support veterans claiming service-connected
disabilities for toxic exposures.
• Achieve concurrent receipt of service-earned retirement pay and VA disability pay.
• Protect full military honors and burial at Arlington National Cemetery for those currently eligible.
• Improve survivors’ benefits.
• Support a quality transition experience from active duty to veteran status for all servicemembers.
• Recognize the pandemic continues to aﬀect the lives of our servicemembers.

Sponsors

Patriots Colony
VCOC expresses continued appreciation to Patriots Colony in Williamsburg for
ongoing sponsorship for both our annual VCOC Congressional Aﬀairs Luncheon and
Quarterly Meetings. View Patriots Colony Webpage here: Patriots Colony

!
NEVER STOP SERVING

