Central Virginia Chapter (CVC)
1st Semi-Annual Report
1 January 2024 - 30 June 2024  
I.  Membership:

Regular

Surviving Spouse              Total
As of 1 Jan:
           
118



15


133

Gains:

 

Losses:
 
As of 30 Jun: 

100



18


118

    

         
II. Legislative Affairs:
· Advocacy in Action – 

· January:  Dan Moy and John Down met with the new legislators from our region to discuss the JLC’s priority initiatives in advance of the legislative session in Richmond.  They met with Katrina Callsen’s staff, 54th district, and with our new 55th district delegate, Amy Laufer, in person.

· February: Dan Moy reported that John Down attended the JLC Day on January 17th—an annual advocacy effort representing MOAA and the Commonwealth’s 25 veteran service organizations of the JLC.
· March:  Dan Moy reported on legislation related to the JLC’s top four priorities for the 2024 session of the Virginia General Assembly. Delegate Katrina Callsen (HD-54) co-sponsored our JLC priority item #2 (HB736).  Additionally, our other first-term delegate, Amy Laufer (HD-55) was a co-patron on a bill (HB67) to expand access for disabled veterans to Virginia’s state parks.

· April: Dan Moy reported on the outcome of the legislative session, noting that among the four items on the JLC list, the first passed with flying colors—our #1 priority—which reflects well on MOAA’s legislative outreach this year.  Among the remaining three items, #2 remains in committee, #3 is deferred to next year’s session, and #4 did not make it to the floor this cycle.
· Dan Moy reported on the installation of a memorial flagpole at the Covenant High School for Corporal Bradley Arms, USMC, who was killed in Iraq in 2004.  The flagpole and memorial ceremony, supported by our own Maurie Roesch through the VFW, reflects the vision and hard work of Owen Bradley, a graduating senior at Covenant this year whom Dan Moy has assisted and mentored over the past two years. Owen will be reporting to Annapolis as a new midshipman this summer.
· Other – Nothing to report.
III. Community Affairs: 
· ROTC/JROTC Involvement – 
· Dr. Bill Tunner joined the CVC MOAA Board in January 2024 to serve as our ROTC/JROTC Liaison.

· The University of VA (UVA) ROTC detachments total 500 cadets and midshipmen in all 5 services:

· 190 in the combined USAF/USSF; the other 310 for USA, USMC, USN. 
· All are destined for active duty upon graduation. Active duty and training usually begins July 1.

· CVC MOAA has a list of the MOAA Award recipients, chosen by the CO and his/her select Awards Committee for each of the 5 services, as well as the respective POCs with contact info; this list is available upon request.

· The name and particulars of each chosen MOAA Leadership Award recipient is available upon request.

In other chronological ROTC news:

· February:  Bill Tunner reported that he is preparing for the awards ceremonies for the JROTC and ROTC programs which the Chapter supports. He asked whether Chief Warrant officers were eligible for membership in MOAA.  Warrant officers and officers are eligible to join. Dr. Carolyn Still announced that she will offer $1,000 to JROTC members in Orange and Albemarle County for the purchase of their uniforms in memory of her late husband, Major Leo Still, USMC.

· March:  Bill Tunner reported that the JROTC program at Massanutten Military Academy is assigned to the George C Marshall Chapter of MOAA.

· April:  End of Year Leadership awards were presented to cadets and midshipmen at various local schools. The 5 UVA ROTC and 2 JROTC high school MOAA Award recipients each received a Certificate, certifying said award, signed by 2 CVC/MOAA Board members, as well as a MOAA award trophy of an 11 inch cast bronze American Eagle, in flight, clutching an American Flag. These were presented to all by CVC‘s Vice President, Lt General Tad Olstrom, USAF Ret, at the respective Award Ceremonies in May and June 2024.
· May: With the closure of the MOAA Southside Chapter, they distributed part of their remaining funds as an endowment to the University of Virginia.  A meeting with the current UVA USAF ROTC Commander, the Southside President and two members of the Central Virginia Chapter was held on 30 May 2024.  CVC agreed to present the annual ROTC award certificates to the UVA cadets and midshipmen at the appropriate ceremonies.  All funds will be handled by the UVA financial institutions. 

· ROTC Gold-Bar Program – No information to report.
· Other – No information to report.
IV. Levels of Excellence/Communication Awards: 

· 5-Star LOE; 5-Star Newsletter; 5-Star Website
V. Significant Chapter Events (Speakers, social activities, etc.): 
· Condolences - Long time chapter member, former President and Bugle editor, and extremely active member of our legislative team, LTC Bert Page, passed away.

· Speakers: 

· Jan – Chief Mike Kochis, Charlottesville Chief of Police

· Feb – Patrick Campbell, US Constitution expert at Montpelier, home of James Madison

· Mar – Maj Gen Myrle Langley, USAF (Ret)  spoke on his first hand experience of being the pilot of a commercial airliner hijacked during the Cold War

· Apr – CAPT Donna Price (US Navy, Ret) – Chapter member and previous Chairperson of the Albemarle County Board of Supervisors

· May – LTC Elizabeth Eaton-Ferenzi (US Army), combat Blackhawk pilot and current Commander of the Army ROTC battalion at the University of Virginia

· June – Charlie Hamilton, retired attorney, amateur astronomer, and instructor at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Virginia.
· Virginia Women Veterans License Plate Ceremony – During the March celebration of Virginia Women Veterans Week, CVC members travelled to Richmond for the 21 March recognition ceremony and unveiling of the new Support Women Veterans license plate.

· Presidential Birthday Wreath Laying – CVC’s President, John Warnecke, placed a wreath at the graves of Presidents James Madison and Thomas Jefferson on the anniversaries of their respective birthdays.
Submitted by:
Ruth McWilliams,

Captain, USA (former)
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