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M
O

AA is a nonpartisan, nonprofit veterans’ association dedicated to m
aintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its 

com
m

itm
ents to currently serving, retired, and form

er m
em

bers of the uniform
ed services and their fam

ilies and survivors.  M
O

A
A's greatest 

m
ission is "to im

prove the lives of those w
ho serve and their fam

ilies, w
hich is achieved largely through the tireless advocacy efforts taking 

place in our nation's capital."  Support M
O

A
A

's advocacy efforts by going to w
w

w
.m

oaa.org/takeaction.

The Falcons Landing C
hapter is one of m

ore than 400-plus local organizations affiliated w
ith N

ational M
O

A
A and is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 

veterans' association.  O
ur chapter provides program

s to support those w
ho are serving; those w

ho have served; and those w
ho have survived, 

w
hile placing special focus on com

m
unity support. 

 W
e support the national organization through support of legislative priorities and “Advocacy in Action” and are active in our com

m
unity 

supporting three JR
O

TC
 program

s, helping recovering and needy veterans, supporting surviving spouses in our continuing care facilities and 
providing speakers to com

m
unity service organizations.
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So sum
m

er is now
 upon us – and sports cham

pionship series and events that m
ake the m

onth of June so exciting on TV are now
 in 

the history books. The N
BA, N

HL, U
.S. O

pen in golf, college baseball and other sports all now
 have crow

ned cham
pions – so it’s tim

e 
for all of us couch potatoes to leave the couch and get outside and becom

e the “boys and girls of sum
m

er” again. It’s truly a great 
tim

e of year!   

In the m
onth of M

ay, I and Joe M
iller, our JRO

TC Program
 Director, had the honor to attend the annual JRO

TC aw
ards day cerem

onies 
at each of the three local high schools w

ho host our sponsored JRO
TC units -- Chantilly Academ

y (Air Force), Loudoun County High 
School (N

avy), and for the first tim
e South Lakes High School (Arm

y). W
e presented $7000 in scholarships and M

O
AA Leadership 

M
edals to outstanding JRO

TC graduating senior cadets at these three schools – som
ething w

e as the Falcons Landing Chapter are 
m

ost proud of and look forw
ard to doing each year. And, of course, our Chapter conducted our annual M

em
orial Day Program

 in our 
Ballroom

 on M
em

orial Day, M
ay 29

th. Thank you, Dave N
ordean, our new

ly elected 2
nd Vice President/Director of Program

s, for 
putting together one of the finest and best attended M

em
orial Day program

s ever.     

O
n June 8

th Bill Hilsm
an presented at our G

athering a very personal story of his post-Vietnam
 experience – the story of Bill and a 

num
ber of fellow

 Vietnam
 veterans from

 Philadelphia w
ho very dram

atically generated public support for constructing a Vietnam
 

W
ar m

em
orial in that great city. The presentation, entitled “Vietnam

 W
ar: The Last Patrol,” and reported on in detail elsew

here in 
this N

ew
sletter, w

as Bill’s final Gathering after personally presiding over seven years of outstanding Gathering program
s for our 

residents. Thank you again, Bill, for your untiring support and service to our Chapter. And good luck, Ben Rom
ero, in picking up the 

reins of Director of the Gathering Program
. O

f special interest is our upcom
ing G

athering on Thursday evening, July 20
th -- “An 

Analytical Com
parison of the N

egro Baseball Leagues to the Rest of M
ajor League Baseball” by IDA’s defense system

s analyst and 
baseball aficionado Col Dick Polin U

SA (Ret).   

Finally, I am
 happy to announce that, at the invitation of Com

m
ander Lincoln Sm

ith U
SN

R (Ret), President, M
O

AA Virginia Council of 
Chapters (VCO

C), our Falcons Landing Chapter w
ill host VCO

C’s 4
th Q

uarter M
eeting (a very special end of year m

eeting) this com
ing 

O
ctober at Falcons Landing. I w

ill provide everyone m
ore details on this very special event in our next N

ew
sletter in Septem

ber. 
Happy 4

th of July to everyone.  

   

N
ever Stop Serving

Phil W
alsh, President
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The M
ilitary O

fficers Association of Am
erica (M

O
AA) is the nation's largest and 

m
ost influential association of m

ilitary officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, 
politically nonpartisan organization.

The Falcons Landing C
hapter (FLC

) is one of m
ore than 400-plus local organizations 

affiliated w
ith N

ational M
O

AA and is a m
em

ber of the Virginia C
ouncil of 

C
hapters. The C

hapter is located at Falcons Landing, a M
ilitary Life C

om
m

unity 
w

hich is operated by the Air Force R
etired O

fficers C
om

m
unity (AFR

O
C

). It is the 
only M

O
AA C

hapter in Loudoun C
ounty.  The C

hapter is also a m
em

ber of the 
Virginia C

ouncil of C
hapters, M

O
AA

The m
ission of the C

hapter is to provide program
s to support: those w

ho are 
serving; those w

ho have served; and those w
ho have survived, w

hile placing 
special focus on com

m
unity support. 

C
hapter m

em
bership is open to those w

ho hold, or have ever held, a w
arrant or 

com
m

ission in any com
ponent of the Arm

y, M
arine C

orps, N
avy, Air Force, C

oast 
G

uard, Space Force, Public H
ealth Service, N

O
AA, and their surviving spouses.

As of June 30, 2023, there are 131 Prem
ium

 M
em

bers and 79 Auxiliary C
hapter 

M
em

bers for a total of 210 C
hapter M

em
bers. 

The m
ost significant, ongoing program

 for the C
hapter is the m

ultifaceted local 
support to veterans and their fam

ilies.  The C
hapter established the Loudoun 

Veterans and Fam
ily Support (LVFS) program

 in partnership w
ith C

om
m

unity 
Lutheran C

hurch of Sterling, providing financial and general support to Loudoun 
C

ounty Veterans needing assistance.

The C
hapter strongly supports the Loudoun C

ounty C
om

m
unity Veterans 

Engagem
ent B

oard (LC
C

VEB
), w

hose purpose is prom
oting a healthy and 

enriched lifestyle for Loudoun C
ounty veterans and their fam

ily m
em

bers 
through com

m
unity outreach and advocacy on Loudoun C

ounty veterans’ 
issues.

The C
hapter sponsors the G

athering, a program
 of distinguished guest speakers 

for m
onthly presentations on current and past w

orld and governm
ent affairs.

The C
hapter has established a Speakers’ B

ureau. This initiative is in keeping w
ith 

the chapter’s goal of continuing to inform
 the Am

erican public about their 
m

ilitary establishm
ent. There are currently 16 topics and speakers available for 

presentation to the local com
m

unity.

Four tim
es a year the C

hapter supports the A
doptaPlatoon Soldier Support 

Effort®
 dedicated to serving deployed U

nited States Service M
en and W

om
en by 

providing ongoing care packages to
im

prove quality of life and raising m
orale for 

those serving overseas in the Arm
y, Air

Force, N
avy, M

arine C
orp, C

oast G
uard 

and Special Forces.

The C
hapter supports three Junior R

O
TC

 units in our area of responsibility: the 
Air Force JR

O
TC

 unit at C
hantilly H

igh School in Fairfax, the N
avy JR

O
TC

 unit at 
Loudoun C

ounty H
igh School in Leesburg, and the Arm

y JR
O

TC
 unit at South 

Lakes H
igh School in R

eston. The C
hapter President and D

irector of JR
O

TC
 

Program
s present scholarships to selected cadets at each school.  In addition, 

the Lieutenant G
eneral John Pustay Scholarship is aw

arded to a selected cadet 
at C

hantilly H
igh School.

M
em

orial and Veterans D
ay Program

s are presented each year at Falcons 
Landing.

N
EVER STO

P SERVIN
G
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W
e invite and encourage you to join the Falcons Landing C

hapter 
of the M

ilitary O
fficers Association of Am

erica (M
O

AA), the 
preem

inent organization protecting the rights and benefits of 
service m

em
bers past, current, and future. The local chapters 

perform
 sim

ilar services at the com
m

unity and county level, and 
they educate and inform

 m
em

bers on im
portant issues facing 

veterans and their fam
ilies. W

e are proud that our C
hapter has 

been aw
arded M

O
AA’s highest-level 5-Star C

hapter rating – and 
w

e ask you to join us in perpetuating that honor. As a m
em

ber 
you w

ill receive our new
sletter electronically via em

ail.  If you 
don’t have em

ail access, w
e w

ill send a print copy to your m
ailing 

address.

W
hen you join our C

hapter, the only one in Loudoun C
ounty, 

you’ll add your voice to those of the m
em

bers of the Virginia 
C

ouncil of C
hapters (VC

O
C

), a statew
ide netw

ork of Virginia 
chapters.

If you have interest in or questions about joining M
O

AA’s select 
group of professionals at the national and/or chapter levels, 
please contact M

ax Johnson, (703) 508-3788 or fill out the C
ontact 

Form
 in the C

ontact Tab of the Falcons Landing C
hapter w

ebsite 
at falconsm

oaa.org.You can also find the m
em

bership 
application for M

O
AA N

ational/C
hapter at 

w
w

w
.falconsm

oaa.org/m
em

bership .

M
O

A
A M

EM
B

ER
SH

IP
M

A
X JO

H
N

SO
N

R
EG

U
LAR

 C
H

APTER
 M

EM
B

ER
SH

IP ELIG
IB

ILITY

Per the chapter’s bylaw
s -- the m

em
bership of the 

chapter shall be com
posed of m

en and w
om

en w
ho 

are serving or have served on active duty or in one 
of the reserve com

ponents as a com
m

issioned or 
w

arrant officer in one of the seven U
S U

niform
ed 

Services (Arm
y, N

avy, Air Force, M
arine C

orps, 
C

oast G
uard, Space Force, N

ational O
ceanic and 

Atm
ospheric Adm

inistration, and Public H
ealth 

Service) or in one of the N
ational G

uard or R
eserve 

C
om

ponents thereof.

R
EG

U
LAR

 C
H

APTER
 M

EM
B

ER
S (O

N
/O

FF C
AM

PU
S) – 131

C
H

APTER
 AU

XILIARY M
EM

B
ER

S -- 79
Surviving Spouses – 60
Spouses of current chapter m

em
bers – 9

O
thers -- 10

Falcons Landing C
hapter

TO
TA

L M
O

A
A C

O
M

M
U

N
ITY AT FA

LC
O

N
S LA

N
D

IN
G

 -- 210!



W
O

R
K

IN
G

 B
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D
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TO

M
 O

W
EN

S

Expenses in 2022                        
 

ESTIM
ATED 2023 Budget

LVFS - $8,525                               
 

$8,000

Adopt-A-Platoon - $1100            
 

$2,250 —
 Designated 

O
fficer/Dir Ins - $460                    

 
$500

G
en Liability Ins - $354                

 
$380

Scholarships - $6,000                  
 

$7,000 —
 Tw

o N
ew

 $500 scholarships for AJRO
TC

Ribbons - $53.75                          
 

$60

Refreshm
ents-$835.89                

 
$650

VA Dept of Ser/Agr Fee $130      
 

$130

State Corp Com
m

ission Fee - $100         
    $50

VCO
C Fee - $166                                        

   $125.60
7



W
O

R
K
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G
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U

D
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ET FO
R

 2023 (C
O

N
T)

TO
M

 O
W

EN
S

Expenses in 2022                        
 

ESTIM
ATED 2023 Budget

W
ebsite - $000                                         

 
$150

Candy - $125.90                                       
 

$150

Postage - $48                                           
 

$50

Copying - $27.50                                      
 

$50

Travel - $131 
 

 
 

 
$550 – Est for travel to N

ational Conference

Sym
pathy Cards - $108.52  

 
 

$0

Flow
ers  

 
 

 
 

 $60

Total - $18,217.16                                    
 $18,895.60 Total Estim

ated Budget for 2023

Approved for Planning Purposes by the Board on 26 Jan 2023 
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2023 -- $9782.68
2023 SCHO

LARSHIPS 
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ARDED -- $7000
2023 LVFS PAYM

EN
T N

O
T 

YET M
ADE -- $8000

$1500 M
O

AA N
ATIO

N
AL G

RAN
T 

FO
R LVFS JU

ST RECEIVED 
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The C
hapter A

uxiliary is established to assist the C
hapter in executing its 

purpose.  A
s stated in the C

hapter B
ylaw

s, the purpose of the M
O

A
A C

hapter is 
to prom

ote the purposes and objectives of M
O

A
A and, specifically, to actively 

support: 
•

Those w
ho are Serving

•
Those w

ho have Served
•

Those w
ho have Survived 

Further, w
hile the Auxiliary is a separate, self-governed organization that shares the sam

e 
purposes and objectives of the Chapter, it is established specifically to directly support the 
Chapter’s program

s and initiatives.

The M
O

A
A C

hapter A
uxiliary is the G

o-To
Volunteer O

rganization at Falcons Landing
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ATEG

O
R

IES O
F M

EM
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IP AR
E SPEC

IFIED
 

IN
 TH

E B
YLAW

S:
•

SU
R

VIVIN
G

 SPO
U

SES O
F R

EG
U

LAR
 C

H
APTER

 
M

EM
B

ER
S – AU

TO
M

ATIC
 M

EM
B

ER
SH

IP O
N

 TH
E 

PASSIN
G

 O
F A R

EG
U

LAR
 C

H
APTER

 M
EM

B
ER

•
SPO

U
SES O

F R
EG

U
LAR

 C
H

APTER
 M

EM
B

ER
S – 

U
PO

N
 R

EQ
U

EST/APPLIC
ATIO

N
 FR

O
M

 A SPO
U

SE 
O

F A LIVIN
G

 R
EG

U
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H

APTER
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O
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N
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N
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O
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O

AA AFFILIATED
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F 

FALC
O

N
S LAN

D
IN

G
 W

H
O

 IS IN
TER

ESTED
 IN

 
ASSISTIN

G
 W

ITH
 TH

E AU
XILIARY’S PR

O
G

R
AM

 O
F 

VO
LU

N
TEER

 W
O

R
K

.

M
O

R
E A

B
O

U
T TH

E A
U

XILIA
RY

•
AU

XILIARY M
EM

B
ER

S PAY N
O

 C
H

APTER
 D

U
ES 

•
AU

XILIARY R
EC

R
U

ITM
EN

T LETTER
S SEN

T O
U

T 
TW

IC
E YEAR

LY 

•
VO

LU
N

TEER
 O

U
TR

EAC
H

 AVA
ILA

B
LE IN

 
IN

D
EPEN

D
EN

T LIVIN
G

, TH
E JO

H
N

SO
N

 C
EN

TER
, AN

D
 

W
EST FALLS C

EN
TER

 TO
 IN

C
LU

D
E: VISITATIO

N
, 

C
O

FFEE/M
EAL VISITS, EXER

C
ISE, B

IN
G

O
, M

AIL 
D

ELIVERY, N
EW

SPAPER
 D

ELIVERY, ASSISTA
N

C
E IN

 
2L IN

TER
AC

TIVE PR
O

G
R

AM
S, H

APPY H
O

U
R

S, 
M

U
SIC

, W
EEK

EN
D

 C
O

VER
AG

E O
F R

EC
EPTIO

N
 D

ESK
 

IN
 TJC

•
TYPIC

AL O
N

-SITE VO
LU

N
TEER

 EFFO
R

T – 
APPR

O
XIM

ATELY 200 H
O

U
R

S/M
O

N
TH

 

TH
E PO

SITIO
N

 O
F D

IR
EC

TO
R
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F A

U
XILIA

R
Y A

FFA
IR

S IS 
C

U
R

R
EN

TLY VA
C

A
N

T.  IF IN
TER

ESTED
 IN
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IN

IN
G

 TH
E 

C
H

A
PTER

 TEA
M
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O

N
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C
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A
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.
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TH
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G
IN

IA C
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U
N

C
IL O

F C
H

APTER
S (VC

O
C

) O
F TH

E 
M

ILITA
RY O

FFIC
ER

S ASSO
C

IATIO
N

 O
F AM

ER
IC

A (M
O

A
A

) 
C

O
N

SISTS O
F 16 M

O
A

A C
H

APTER
S. 

TH
E VIR

G
IN

IA C
O

U
N

C
IL O

F C
H

APTER
S M

EETS Q
U

AR
TER

LY 
IN

 2023: JAN
U

A
RY, APR

IL, JU
LY AN

D
 O

C
TO

B
ER

.

VC
O

C
 G

O
ALS AN

D
 O

B
JEC

TIVES
IM

PR
O

VE LEG
ISLATIVE EFFEC

TIVEN
ESS, 

N
ATIO

N
A

L AN
D

 STATE 

IM
PR

O
VE R

EC
R

U
ITIN

G
 - M

EM
B

ER
S AN

D
 

LEAD
ER

S. W
H

AT IS IN
 IT FO

R
 TH

E M
EM

B
ER

? 

AC
TIVE PU

B
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G
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O
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W
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O

M
M

U
N
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ATE IN
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N
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N
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B
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R
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C
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R
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A
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Periodically, M
O

A
A w

ill lobby C
ongress to take legislative action to preserve 

our retiree benefits. The probability of favorable legislative action is in direct 
proportion to the num

ber of voters w
ho register support. M

O
A

A som
etim

es 
includes postcards and letters in its m

agazine (M
ilitary O

fficer) for us to sign 
and m

ail to our representatives (identified for us). The M
O

A
A N

ew
sletter m

ay 
also include an online access to act. It is im

perative that w
e do so. To 

access the M
O

A
A N

ew
sletter go to the M

O
A

A w
ebsite at w

w
w

.m
oaa.org and 

select the N
ew

s and Info tab, follow
ed by selecting N

ew
sletters.

The M
O

AA N
ew

sletter “is an aw
ard-w

inning m
em

ber-only e-new
sletter 

subscription to provide inform
ation on topics m

ost im
portant to you. 

W
hether you’re looking for updates on current legislative issues, w

ant to 
know

 m
ore about your m

ilitary benefits, or just interested in the latest M
O

A
A 

events, you can tailor your new
sletter to align w

ith your specific needs and 
interests.”  It is included w

ith your M
O

AA m
em

bership. If you are not 
registered w

ith M
O

A
A N

ational for this, call the front desk (800) 234-6622, 
and you'll be guided on how

 to receive the new
sletter on a desired schedule. 

H
ave your M

O
A

A N
ational m

em
bership num

ber available. If you don't have 
em

ail or have questions on obtaining this inform
ation, contact C

O
L (R

et) 
M

ax Johnson at  m
w

johnson64@
verizon.net or 703-508-3788.

O
ur C

hapter periodically publishes Legislative U
pdates for all m

em
bers and 

w
orks w

ith M
O

A
A to recom

m
end to m

em
bers that they support M

O
A

A 
legislative initiatives by contacting their legislators. M

O
A

A staff and C
hapter 

m
em

bers m
eet w

ith m
em

bers of C
ongress annually.  You m

ay review
 

im
portant M

O
A

A legislative issues and activities on the M
O

A
A w

ebsite by 
visiting the Take Action section at w

w
w

.m
oaa.org/takeaction . 

N
ational M

O
A

A and the Falcons Landing C
hapter, M

O
A

A, are politically 
nonpartisan but seek to rem

ain inform
ed on political m

atters of concern to 
veterans at both the state and local levels. 

13
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You have the opportunity to support M
O

A
A now

!  M
O

A
A has identified several key initiatives to support the m

ilitary 
fam

ily by responding to our legislative representatives and senators asking for their support w
ith legislation.  Three of 

these initiatives directly im
pact veterans. B

y visiting the M
O

A
A w

ebsite (M
O

A
A

.com
) you can register w

ith the M
O

A
A 

advocacy program
 and then elect to forw

ard a letter of support from
 the M

O
A

A w
ebsite.  Three item

s to review
:

U
rge Your Legislators to Support C

oncurrent R
eceipt

It’s the start of a new
 C

ongress, and any legislation not signed into law
 during the previous C

ongress w
ill need to be 

reintroduced. S
o contact your representative and senators and urge them

 to support the M
ajor R

ichard S
tar A

ct, w
hich 

w
ould authorize com

bat-injured veterans to receive their full D
oD

 retirem
ent pay earned for years of service and their 

full VA disability com
pensation for lifelong injury.

Ask Your H
ouse M

em
ber to Support the Expanding Am

erica's N
ational C

em
etery Act

A long-term
 legislative solution w

ill preserve burial w
ith m

ilitary honors for countless elderly and w
om

en veterans w
ho 

could lose that earned benefit – but only if M
O

A
A m

em
bers and others encourage their law

m
akers to act. O

utreach to 
your H

ouse m
em

ber w
ill help im

prove the chances for the Expanding Am
erica’s N

ational C
em

etery Act (H
.R

. 1413) to 
be either enacted as standalone legislation or be included in the FY 2024 N

D
A

A
.

Tell C
ongress You O

ppose TR
IC

AR
E for Life Fees

A recent C
ongressional B

udget O
ffice report includes tw

o proposals am
ong its options to cut the deficit that w

ould 
increase costs for seniors using the TR

IC
A

R
E

 for Life (TFL) benefit. A
lthough these are just concepts, not legislation, 

it’s im
portant to let C

ongress know
 w

e strongly oppose any plans to reduce the earned TFL benefit.
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O
ur activities, especially the veterans’ assistance and 

scholarship program
s, require funds w

ell beyond our 
annual dues. Last year, w

e solicited donations, and your 
response w

as generous. Again, w
e are asking for your 

support, prom
ising to apply your donation as you 

designate. Please annotate your check on the m
em

o line: 
“veterans assistance,” “scholarships,” “Adopt-A-Platoon,” 
or “general” (m

eaning expenses consistent w
ith our 

m
ission). C

hecks should be m
ade out to the “Falcons 

Landing C
hapter of M

O
A

A
” and placed in the m

ail slot of 
our Treasurer, Tom

 O
w

ens, 46916. Those outside Falcons 
Landing m

ay m
ail to Tom

 at the address in our letterhead. 
Your contributions m

ay be tax deductible on your federal 
return.  W

e w
ill send all donors a thank-you letter to that 

effect.

A continuing practice of our C
hapter is the aw

ard of 
scholarships to deserving junior R

O
TC

 seniors at C
hantilly 

H
S (Air Force), Loudoun C

ounty H
S (N

avy) and South 
Lakes H

S (Arm
y). 

15
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According to Title 10, Section 2031
of the

U
nited States Code, the purpose of the Junior Reserve O

fficers' Training Corps is "to 
instill in students in the U

nited States secondary educational institutions the values of citizenship, service to the U
nited States, 

and personal responsibility and a sense of accom
plishm

ent."Additional objectives are established by the
service 

departm
ents

of the
Departm

ent of Defense. For exam
ple, U

nder 542.4 of Title 32 (N
ational Defense) of the

Code of Federal 
Regulations, the

Departm
ent of the Arm

y
has declared those objectives for each cadet to be:

x
Developing citizenship and

patriotism
x

Developing self-reliance and responsiveness to all authority
x

Im
proving the ability to com

m
unicate w

ell both orally and in w
riting

x
Developing an appreciation of the im

portance of physical fitness
x

Increasing a respect for the role of the
U

.S. Arm
ed Forces

in support of national objectives
x

Developing a know
ledge of team

 building skills and basic m
ilitary skills

The Falcons Landing Chapter of M
O

AA supports three JRO
TC program

s in our regional area, These are the Air Force JRO
TC at 

Chantilly High School, the N
aval JRO

TC program
 at Loudoun County High School and the Arm

y JRO
TC Program

 at South Lakes 
High School. 

The N
JRO

TC program
 in Sterling w

as established on 2009 and is the only JRO
TC program

 in Loudoun County.  It is open to all 
high school students across the district.  The unit has about 200 students including approxim

ately 90 students w
ho have 

transferred from
 other high schools across the County.  The LCHS N

JRO
TC U

nit's eight extra-curricular team
s practice before 

school and com
pete w

ith sim
ilar team

s from
 other JRO

TC units across the area and nation. Team
s include Drill/Color G

uard, 
Fitness, Academ

ic, O
rienteering (point-to-point terrain navigation race), CyberPatriot (cybersecurity STEM

 program
), SeaPerch 

(underw
ater robotics STEM

 program
), and Drones (flight STEM

 program
).

FALCO
N

S LAN
DIN

G
 M

O
AA SU

PPO
RT TO

 LO
CAL JRO

TC PRO
G

RAM
S

By JIM
 M

U
LLEN
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Chantilly High School in Fairfax County is a public school that specializes in STEM
 based program

s.  There are approxim
ately tw

o 
dozen different STEM

 program
s at Chantilly and one of them

 is the Air Force JRO
TC.  There are approxim

ately 150 cadets draw
n 

from
 14 high schools in Fairfax.  JRO

TC is a four-year program
 at Chantilly.  Year one for exam

ple focuses on citizenship, character 
developm

ent, leadership, team
w

ork, self-discipline, critical thinking, com
m

unication and organizational skills w
ith a study of the 

fundam
ental aspects of health, w

ellness, and physical fitness. Course study includes an overview
 of aviation history,the study of 

m
ilitary custom

s, drill, and the proper w
ear of the Air Force uniform

.  G
raduates have m

any options after graduation but of 
course that includes career exploration and review

s possible life experiences in the Air Force through service academ
ies, RO

TC at 
other universities or enlistm

ent in the Air Force.

The Arm
y JRO

TC at South Lakes High School is the new
est program

 supported by our M
O

AA chapter, although the program
 has 

existed for a num
ber of years w

ith support from
 another M

O
AA chapter until this year. Arm

y JRO
TC program

 provides a four-
year, sequential program

 of instruction that em
phasizes academ

ic preparation, citizenship, leadership, and character 
developm

ent for all students in grades 9 - 12. The sequence of courses is progressive and builds upon the previous year's 
curriculum

.

O
ur Chapter supports the program

s at all three schools and M
O

AA m
em

bers frequently attend JRO
TC events including JRO

TC 
dinners, m

ilitary review
s, and other related activities.  W

e have also used JRO
TC color guards at several Falcons Landing events.  

Falcons Landing M
O

AA is also pleased to be able to provide several scholarships for graduating seniors including both $1000 and 
$500 scholarships.  This is the first year that w

e have had support for the Arm
y JRO

TC program
 and the first year w

e are 
providing scholarships to them

 as w
ell as to the other tw

o program
s.  W

e also provide a M
O

AA Leadership M
edal to the 

outstanding rising senior at each school.

It is a m
atter of great satisfaction that w

e have been able to support these JRO
TC program

s in this region and w
e look forw

ard to 
a continued long-term

 support to the program
s and to the JRO

TC cadets.  W
e w

ould also like to recognize Stan King for his 
num

ber of years of support to JRO
TC on our M

O
AA staff and to Joe M

iller w
ho has assum

ed the responsibility of JRO
TC program

 
support on our chapter staff.
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AFRO
TC CHAN

TILLY ACADEM
Y

Cadet Brandon Kw
on (LTG

 John Pustay Scholarship, $1000)
Cadet Leila Tim

m
 (Col Low

ell Jones Scholarship, $1000)
Cadet Dorna Zolfaghari, M

O
AA Chapter Scholarship, $500)

Cadet D
eborah Chung, M

O
AA Chapter Scholarship, $500)

N
JRO

TC LO
U

DO
U

N
 CO

U
N

TY HIG
H SCHO

O
L

Cadet Ann Frost (M
O

AA Chapter Scholarship, $1000)
Cadet G

abe Du Plessis (M
O

AA Chapter Scholarship, $1000)
Cadet Kathryn Hom

a (CAPT Dale Reed Scholarship, $500)
Cadet Luke Beaupre (M

O
AA Chapter Scholarship, $500)

AJRO
TC SO

U
TH LAKES HIG

H SCHO
O

L 
Cadet Andrew

 Silva (CO
L Herb Stern Scholarship, $500)

Cadet Erika Ram
os (M

O
AA Chapter Scholarship, $500)
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The M
O

AA Junior RO
TC (JRO

TC) aw
ards program

 recognizes 
an outstanding cadet or m

idshipm
an in his or her next-to-

last year in the program
 w

ho has dem
onstrated exceptional 

potential for m
ilitary leadership.  The m

edal cannot be used 
for any other purpose. All m

ilitary services officially have 
approved the m

edal for presentation. 

The President, Falcons  Landing Chapter of M
O

AA, Phil 
W

alsh, presented the follow
ing cadets the M

O
AA JRO

TC 
Aw

ard at their respective annual aw
ards cerem

ony:

Cadet Sim
on Lee (AFRO

TC)        Chantilly Academ
y

Cadet Elizabeth Tafe (N
JRO

TC)   Loudoun County High School
Cadet Zaine Hay (AJRO

TC)           South Lakes High School
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JRO
TC AW

ARDS CEREM
O

N
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 SCHO

O
L



21

THE G
ATHERIN

G
: AIR REFU

ELIN
G

...A BRIEF HISTO
RY

~ by Jim
 M

ullen, photo by Jackie M
ullen

Falcons Landing residents, several w
ith personal air refueling experiences as pilot, crew

 or 
passenger, joined our guest speaker U

SAF Colonel (Ret) Scott W
illey at the April G

athering to 
review

 the story of the evolution, from
 1921 to today, of an indispensable feature of m

odern 
w

arfare—
refueling both strategic and tactical airpow

er assets in the air to allow
 pow

er 
projection over greater distance and shorter tim

e. Scott W
illey m

entioned resident Jim
 

Haw
kins, a B-52 pilot w

ho circled the w
orld staying aloft for 47 hours and covering 23,000 

m
iles. But it did not start that w

ay as pilots looked for w
ays to refuel w

hile aloft. It started in 
1921 w

ith the physical transfer of a can of gas passed from
 one plane to another w

ith both in 
the air and w

as follow
ed in 1923 by the use of a hose to transfer gas betw

een tw
o planes to get 

6 hours airborne for the second plane. These efforts w
ere still m

ostly experim
ental and did not 

result in com
bat use in either W

W
I or W

W
II, but progress continued in the developm

ent of 
refueling techniques and m

odification. There w
as finally a refueling carried out in a com

bat 
m

ission in Korea in 1950 w
hich allow

ed the m
ission planes to stay aloft for 10 hours.  Col. 

W
illey w

ent on to describe evelopm
ents in techniques and m

odifications to aircraft to include 
boom

s and controls for transfer from
 tanker air-craft (exam

ple the KC-135) to m
ission aircraft 

and from
 engine pow

ered planes to jets as w
ell as m

odifications to support the special design 
of m

ission aircraft, including helicopters, of Air Force, N
avy and M

arines. W
ork continues even 

today on design and developm
ent of refueling capabilities. The near future includes the 

introduction of uncrew
ed tankers and exploration to support the capability of extending the 

range of long-range m
issiles and even the possibility of electric pow

ered airplanes and 
recharging techniques. Thank you to our guest speaker. Colonel (Ret) Scott W

illey served from
 

the squadron level through the O
ffice of Secretary of Defense in acquisition, m

aintenance, 
operational requirem

ents, and education. He m
anaged the KC-10 tanker program

 in the 
Pentagon and com

m
anded a KC-10 m

aintenance squadron. He w
as a N

ational Air and Space 
M

useum
 docent volunteer restorer for 45 years.
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THE LAST PATRO
L- A G

ATHERIN
G

 PRESEN
TATIO

N
 

 
 

 
        by Jim

 M
ullen

The guest speaker for the G
athering on 8 June w

as Bill Hilsm
an, our Gathering Chairm

an for over seven years.  
Since the focus this year is on the 50

th anniversary of the Vietnam
 W

ar, it w
as very appropriate to focus on the 

events related to “The Last Patrol”.  As m
ilitary veterans returned from

 service in Vietnam
, they found that the 

Vietnam
 W

ar w
as not popular on m

any fronts and the veterans faced som
e hostility.  I can relate to that!  N

ine 
veterans in Philadelphia decided to respond by creating a m

em
orial to native Philadelphian m

ilitary w
ho lost their 

lives in Vietnam
.  There w

ere approxim
ately 600 deceased veterans from

 Philadelphia w
hose nam

es w
ere on the 

Vietnam
 M

em
orial in W

ashington.  The Last Patrol veterans w
ould raise the funds for their m

em
orial by w

alking 
from

 the Vietnam
 M

em
orial in W

ashington DC to Philadelphia- a w
alk of about 150 m

iles that w
ould take about 6 

days! At about the sam
e tim

e LTG Bill Hilsm
an had retired from

 the m
ilitary and w

as m
oving to Philadelphia to join 

a private com
pany for a new

 phase in his life.  O
ne of the people he had m

et as he cam
e to the city w

as the city 
m

anager w
ho suggested that General Hilsm

an m
ight be able to help these veterans in their organization and fund 

raising for the m
em

orial.  So, Bill Hilsm
an did exactly that.  In fact,the m

em
bers of the Last Patrol asked Bill to join 

them
 to m

ake 10 m
archers (The 11

th m
em

ber position in the Patrol w
ould be the designated m

issing m
em

ber!).  
O

ne of the first things he did w
as to invite a friend to provide a speech in Philadelphia to help raise funds.  The 

friend w
as G

eneral Al Haig! That speech w
as a boost to the fund raising.
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As the group prepared for the upcom
ing w

alk, they decided to m
arch about 25 m

iles each day, to bivouac at night 
and have an evening m

eal and then to continue each day.  They also w
ent to the Vietnam

 M
em

orial and copied the 
nam

es of the deceased Philadelphia m
ilitary from

 the M
em

orial w
all w

ith the intent of bringing the nam
es back to 

Philadelphia packed in an am
m

o box.  There w
ere a few

 pluses and m
inuses along the w

ay.  First, the team
 w

as 
associated w

ith the Philadelphia Gold Star M
others w

hich w
as a plus for recognition and respect.  The m

archers 
faced the likelihood of sore feet and related issues, but they w

ere joined in their m
arch by a local foot doctor w

ho 
happened to be the podiatrist for the U

S O
lym

pic W
alking Team

 and w
ho stayed w

ith them
 and helped them

 
alleviate that issue.  They also w

ere joined in support by m
em

bers of a N
ational Guard reserve unit w

ho agreed to 
support their bivouac each night and to prepare the evening m

eals.  They attracted the attention of a local 
new

scaster, Steve Bell, from
 Philadelphia Channel 3 w

ho broadcast updates on their progress in new
s broadcasts.  

This created a large am
ount of interest from

 local residents, and as the w
alk progressed, there w

as an increasing 
presence on the sidew

alks along the w
ay. O

n the m
inus side they found that hiking along the local highw

ays created 
a potential issue for traffic and along the route there w

as concern from
 local police w

ho needed to control traffic.  
W

ith positive m
ilitary planning the w

alking team
 m

anaged to w
ork their w

ay past that problem
 and reached 

Philadelphia w
ithout incident.  

Reaching Philadelphia, they ended up w
ith a m

arch into the city starting from
 an area near the m

useum
 (think 

Rocky).  By this tim
e the m

arch had expanded from
 the m

arching veterans to include tanks from
 a local reserve unit, 

and 600 plus w
alkers from

 the Father Judge High School. The w
alkers each carried a sm

all sign w
ith the nam

e of one 
of the Philadelphia veterans from

 the Vietnam
 W

all.  It w
as a very m

oving event.
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They also succeeded in raising m
ore than the funds necessary for their planned m

em
orial and today there is a very 

excellent m
em

orial and park to fallen Vietnam
 veterans in Philadelphia w

ith annual m
em

orial events held there.  
All from

 the efforts of nine veterans w
ho w

anted to show
 their support to their fallen com

rades. 

It is also fair to say that am
ong the pluses and m

inuses of the event w
as the addition of Bill HIlsm

an as the tenth 
m

em
ber of the patrol!  Falcons Landing is also fortunate for his conduct of our outstanding Gathering presentations 

for over seven years. Thank you!



DO
N

U
T DO

LLIES SERVE U
P A BO

O
ST TO

 M
O

RALE
by Don Vaughan

View
 the full article and other articles as part of the U

nchronicled Vietnam
 series at

https://w
w

w
.m

oaa.org/m
icro/vietnam

-unchronicled/vietnam
-unchronicled-landing-page/  
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For Am
erican personnel serving in Vietnam

, one of the m
ost popular rem

inders of hom
e w

as a visit from
 the blue-uniform

ed 
young w

om
en affectionately know

n as “Donut Dollies.” The 627 alw
ays-upbeat Red Cross volunteers served in Vietnam

, boosting 
m

orale w
ith a song, a board gam

e, or often just a sm
ile.

Donut Dollies date back to W
orld W

ar II, w
hen team

s of fem
ale Red Cross volunteers visited soldiers in the field w

ith special 
clubm

obiles that carried coffee and doughnuts. They did it again during the Korean W
ar, at one point turning out a staggering 

20,000 doughnuts a day for Am
erican soldiers arriving in Pusan."

Donut Dollies logged m
ore than 2 m

illion m
iles by jeep, deuce-and-a-half, and helicopter, visiting troops in som

e of the country's 
m

ost rem
ote and dangerous regions. But it w

as in Vietnam
 that Donut Dollies —

 officially know
n as Supplem

ental Recreational 
Activities O

verseas (SRAO
) program

 staff —
 w

ere m
ost visible.

To serve in Vietnam
, SRAO

 applicants had to be fem
ale, betw

een 21 and 24 years old, college graduates, and single, notes Jeanne 
Christie, w

ho in 1967 served as a Donut Dolly in N
ha Trang, Da N

ang, and Phan Rang.  Tw
o intense w

eeks w
ere spent in 

W
ashington, D.C., learning m

ilitary branches and ranks, w
hat to expect in-country, and m

ore before shipping out.   

A LETTER FRO
M

 HO
M

E
The job of Donut Dollies in Vietnam

 w
as to boost m

orale am
ong U

.S. fighting forces, and no Am
erican firebase w

as 
too far for them

 to visit. They brought board gam
es, records, treats, and m

ore in an effort to provide w
eary, 

hom
esick servicem

em
bers a few

 m
inutes of respite. They also visited w

ith the w
ounded in base hospitals.  The one
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‘thing they didn’t do —
 despite their nicknam

e —
 w

as pass out doughnuts.  “People have asked if w
e gave out 

doughnuts in Vietnam
,” said Joann Puffer Kotcher, w

ho served as a Donut Dolly in Korea and in Vietnam
. “In the 

w
ords of one m

ess sergeant: ‘N
o. In Vietnam

, it w
as too dam

n hot to m
ake them

.’ ”  But she knew
 their visits m

ade 
a difference to the troops. “Veterans tell m

e m
y visits w

ere ‘a letter from
 hom

e,’” she said. “W
hen they saw

 m
e, 

they knew
 there w

as som
eone ‘back in the w

orld’ w
ho cared about them

.”

Danger w
as a constant for Donut Dollies in Vietnam

.  “I assured m
y fam

ily that I w
asn’t going to be in danger; I 

couldn’t have been m
ore w

rong,” said Kotcher, author of Donut Dolly: An Am
erican Red Cross Girl’s W

ar in Vietnam
 

(U
niversity of N

orth Texas Press). “I w
as alm

ost killed at least six tim
es. O

ne tim
e, a sniper shot at m

e and m
issed. 

Another tim
e, an am

bush m
issed m

e.”  Three Donut Dollies died in Vietnam
 over the course of the program

.

Donut Dollies pose in Da N
ang, Vietnam

, in 
1970. Photo: The W

ashington 
Post/Contributor/Getty Im

ages.Top: Joann 
Puffer Kotcher stands w

ith U
.S. 

servicem
em

bers in the chow
 line. She served 

w
ith the Donut Dollies in Vietnam

 from
 1966-

67.Photo: Courtesy Joann Puffer Kotcher.
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President: Phil W
alsh, C

ol, U
SM

C
, R

et. 703-978-4328, pw
alsh@

ida.org 
First Vice President/Legislative Affairs: Jam

es M
ullen, C

O
L,U

SA
, R

et., 703-444-4741, jfm
1FL@

verizon.net
Second Vice President/D

ir of Program
s: D

avid N
ordean, C

APT, U
SN

, R
et., 703-861-2870, dnordean@

verizon.net 
*Secretary: M

rs. G
enevieve Pustay, 703-444-5284, pustaygl@

gm
ail.com

 
Treasurer: Tom

 O
w

ens, C
ol, U

SAF, R
et. 703-568-3926, taow

ens@
com

cast.net  
D

irector/M
em

bership: M
ax Johnson, C

O
L, U

SA, R
et. 703-508-3788, m

w
johnson64@

verizon.net
D

irector/ Auxiliary Affairs: Vacant 
D

irector/Surviving Spouse Affairs: Jackie M
ullen, 703- 444-4741, travelingm

im
i@

m
ac.com

   
D

irector/Public Affairs: D
on M

cC
arthy, C

APT, U
SN

, R
et. 703-430-5608, D

onald.m
ccarthy2@

verizon.net
D

irector/C
om

m
unications: B

ob M
anning, C

O
L, U

SA, R
et, 703-543-9158, R

m
anning@

aol.com
  

D
irector/LVFS: H

ow
ard Schue, C

ol, U
SAF, R

et. 703-433-2220, how
ard.schue@

tsanda.com
  

D
irector/G

athering: B
en R

om
ero, C

ol, U
SAF, R

et. 571-218-7931, b.rom
ero9@

icloud.com
   

D
irector/JR

O
TC

/Scholarships: Joe M
iller, C

O
L, U

SA, R
et., 434-421-2639, jbush@

com
cast.net 

D
irector/Speakers B

ureau: Ed Post, C
O

L, U
SA, R

et.,  703-978-1190, edpostusm
a@

gm
ail.com

  
M

em
ber at Large: B

ill Suter, M
G

, U
SA, R

et., 703-909-9810, w
.suter1@

verizon.net
R

epresentative/LC
C

VEB
: Peter Scott, C

O
L, U

SA, R
et., 703-715-7396, Pscott1503@

verizon.net
Founder, Past President: John Pustay, Lt G

en, U
SAF, R

et., 703-444-5284, j.pustay@
gm

ail.com
 

Im
m

ediate Past President: B
ob M

anning, C
O

L, U
SA, R

et., 703-543-9158, R
m

anning@
aol.com

  

*Preparing to step dow
n




