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Happy New Year 2020 to the Virginia Council of Chapters! 


Many thanks to Col Dan Warren, who served us so well as VCOC 
President over the past two years. I also would like to thank each 
and every member of the VCOC Board for their ongoing service to 
VCOC. Finally, I thank each of the Seventeen Chapter Presidents 
and their VCOC Representatives for their support and regular atten-
dance at our quarterly VCOC Meetings. VCOC exists as an organiza-
tion in coordination and service to each of you.


As we begin the new year, I would like to spotlight Legislative Affairs is a key part of the VCOC 
mission. In this vein, our advocacy for the MOAA Legislative Priorities for 2020 is a top priority 
this year. At the State level, VCOC members participated in the Storming of the Hill this Jan-
uary, advocating with the Virginia General Assembly for the top Joint Leadership Council Priori-
ties for 2020.  If you are unable to participate in the either storming, make your voice heard, by 
either contacting your local and national legislators in support of the MOAA National and JLC 
top priorities. Each voice counts. In example, after some 40 years, the ‘widows’ tax’ was re-
pealed by Congress, as part of the passage of the National Defense Authorization Act 2020. It 
was because of the persistent and powerful voice of service organizations such as MOAA that 
our widows will now begin to receive proper reimbursement for the death of a spouse while 
serving in the line duty.  


I look forward to working with each and every one of you over the next two years. Feel free to 
contact me or any member of our VCOC team, at anytime, with any feedback you may have. 
Thank you for your service to both the Military Officers Association of America and the Virginia 
Council of Chapters. 

   	           

COL Boyd Nix, US Air Force (Ret




                                                                   

Joint Leadership Council Storming of 
the Hill

Members of the Virginia Council of Chapter stormed the Hill in Richmond as part of Joint Lead-
ership Council (JLC) Day, advocating for the JLC Legislative Initiatives for 2020. For 2020, the 
JLC Initiatives are as follows: 


JLC 2020-01 - Second Resolution – Personal Property Tax Exemption  
JLC 2020-02 - Counting Military Absentee Ballots After Election Day 

JLC 2020-03 - Income Tax Subtraction for Certain Low-Income 100% Disabled Veterans 
JLC 2020-04 - Virginia National Guard Emergency Response Pay 
JLC 2020-05 - Tax Credits for Employers who Hire VNG and Reserves  
JLC 2020-06 - Microloans for Veterans Program (MVP) 


Detailed information regarding the initiatives may be viewed at: 

ttps://www.dvs.virginia.gov/dvs/joint- leadership-council-veterans-service-organizations-2. 


In addition to the above listed initiatives, the JLC has four letters of support for 2020, as fol-
lows: 


1. Governor’s challenge to prevent suicide among service members, veterans and their families

2. Funding for new Care Centers in biennial budget

3. Commonwealth Connect – universal broadband access for Virginians

4. Virginia National Guard Scholarship


As of this writing, the aforementioned JLC initiatives are being considered by the Virginia As-
sembly, and may be tracked on the Virginia Legislative Information System Website: lis.virgini-
a.gov.


Below are some images of meetings with our Virginia Legislators, in advocacy of the JLC Leg-
islative Initiatives for 2020. 


Meeting with State Senator Bryce Reeves 
(R-17th), Virginia Military Caucus.  

Pictured at left, from left right; Col Frank Wicker-
sham, USMC, (Ret), CDR John Prevar, USN (Ret), 
State Senator Bryce Reeves (R-17th), CDR Linc 
Smith, USNR (Ret), Col Boyd Nix USAF (Ret) 





http://lis.virginia.gov
http://lis.virginia.gov


                                                                   

Meeting with State Delegate 
Martha Mugler (D-91st) 

Pictured at right, from left to 
right CDR Linc Smith, USNR 
(Ret), Col Boyd Nix USAF (Ret), 
Del Martha Mugler (D-91st), 
CDR John Prevar, USN (Ret),





Meeting with State Senator Bill 
DeSteph, (R-8th) 

Pictured at left, from left to right, 
CDR Linc Smith, USNR (Ret), Col 
Boyd Nix USAF (Ret), CDR Kath-
leen Owens (Member, Virginia 
Board of Veterans Services), CDR 
John Prevar, USN (Ret) Sen. Bill 
DeSteph, (R-8th)




                                                                   

Chapter Activity Spotlight 

Southside Chapter at Virginia State University Swearing In Ceremony 




Colonel Victoria Revilla, U.S.  Army 
(Ret)


MG Hamilton was a brand new 
lieutenant in my battalion (244th 
Quartermaster Battalion at Fort 
Lee, VA) in 1990 when he graduat-
ed from VSU and came into the 
Army Quartermaster Corps.  It was 
pleasure to have him recognize me 
in the audience as a representative 
of MOAA and yes being a role 
model for "still serving" young offi-
cers coming up the ranks just I did 
for him back almost 30 years ago.


At the VSU Reception, I had the op-
portunity to offer a bit of advice on 
"Army Strong" women officers to 2LT 
Roberts, pictured at left,  during the 
VSU reception following the commis-
sioning ceremony. I presented the 
newly commissioned officers a MOAA 
Certificate of Achievement signed by 
LtGen Dana Atkins, MOAA National 
President and welcomed them into 
the officers corps. I also emphasized 
looking to MOAA to demonstrate what 
high-performing military officers are 
doing in the service and in their com-
munity. 




                                                                   

MOAA National Legislative Initiatives 
2020

MOAA has now set the primary legislative affairs goals for 2020. Col. Dan Merry, USAF (Ret), 
vice president for Government Relations says, “Our team has analyzed issues of benefits and 
compensation common to service members and veterans and their families and survivors. We 
plan to clearly communicate specific actions we will undertake this coming year to address 
concerns across these expansive topics,” said Col. Dan Merry, USAF (Ret)


Protect Your Health Care Benefit 

Objective: Ensure any changes to the Military Health System sustain military-medical readiness 
and beneficiary access to top-quality care.


Keep Military Pay and Benefits Strong

Objective: Sustain military pay comparability with the private sector and block erosion of com-
pensation and non-pay quality-of-life benefits.


Support Military Families

Objective: Protect family support programs, and ensure military-provided services (housing, 
PCS, child care) are affordable, readily available, and meet quality standards.

 

Concurrent Receipt for All Retirees

Objective: End concurrent receipt penalties for military retirees.


Support the Total Force 

Objective: Achieve equity of benefits, protections, and administrative support for Guard/Re-
serve members consistent with their active duty counterparts.


Better, Faster DoD/VA Services

Objective: Ensure timely access to service-earned benefits, and resist proposals to erode 
foundational services delivered through the VA and DoD.

 

Strengthen and Support All Uniformed Services

 Objective: Support legislation, policies, and programs to enable the seven uniformed services 
to recruit, retain, and manage personnel.

 




                                                                   

MOAA Mobile Fundraising Initiative 

Chapters are encouraged to support the VCOC in raising funds to finance an additional MOAA 
mobile for the Virginia veteran cemeteries. All three Virginia Veteran Cemeteries in Amelia, 
Dublin & Suffolk report high value from the MOAA mobiles currently in use to assist family visi-
tors with mobility limitations in accessing gravesites. The MOAA mobile is a converted golf cart 
that has been totally professionally refurbished to include a rear seat that can accommodate 
two additional passengers where golf clubs were previously carried. These carts enable family 
members to be transported close to gravesites when ambulation or sure footing is otherwise 
not possible. 


gIn the past, multiple chapters within VCOC contributed to the project to provide MOAA mo-
biles to the cemeteries. A current quote from the same company used in 2014 for a refurbished 
golf cart with delivery is $4420. With the current VCOC restricted funds, an additional $1700 is 
needed to meet our fundraising goal. Please forward your Chapter and individual contributions 

made payable to VCOC to: COL Jim Stephan, 1707 Beach Road, Hampton VA 23664. Be sure 
to notate on the check memo that it is intended for the MOAA Mobile Fund. 


VCOC Meeting Schedule 2020

 

The 2020 VCOC Meeting Schedule for the remainder of the year is as follows: 


Thursday, April 2: Second Quarter Meeting, 10:00am, 1708 Commonwealth Avenue, Rich-
mond, VA.


Thursday, July 2: Third Quarter Meeting, 10:00 AM, American Legion - 1708 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Richmond, VA.


Thursday, October 8: Fourth Quarter Meeting, 10:00 AM, Patriots Colony, 6000 Patriots Colony 
Drive, Williamsburg VA. 




                                                                   

VCOC Officers 2020-2022

 
PRESIDENT: 
COL Boyd Nix USA, RET 


1st VICE PRESIDENT: CDR Lincoln Smith, USN, RET  
mvng288@aol.com 


2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
CDR Dolores Cherrington USN, RET (757) 686-4722 
dcherrington@earthlink.net  
 
3RD VICE PRESIDENT 
COL Frank G. Wickersham III USMC, RET (540) 351-0665  
FGWickersham@VSEcorp.com    


TREASURER 
LTC Jim Stephan USAF, RET (757) 880-8323 stephanjrj@gmail.com 

	   
SECRETARY

COL Monti Zimmerman, USAR (Ret)

703-223-2211

zoomeruw@gmail.com


IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

COL Dan Warren, USA (Ret)

(804) 642-6597

dwarrenmd@cox.net         




                                                                   

SPONSORS





NEVER STOP SERVING


